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1.3.3 Allocations
1.3.3.1 BLM Allocations
1.3.3.1.1 Matrix

Roughly 45% of the BLM land in the Dairy-McKay
watershed is allocated within one of two “Matrix”
classifications: 1). General Forest Management
Allocation (GFMA) or 2). Connectivity/ Diversity.
According to the Salem Record of Decision (ROD),
the objectives of Matrix lands are to produce timber at
sustainable levels, provide habitat for a variety of
organisms associated with diverse stands types,
maintain stand structural diversity, and provide for
organism dispersal. Connectivity blocks have the
additional objective of providing connectivity between
late successional reserves, and are designed to
provide corridor habitat for upland species. Within the
watershed, one 520 acre parcel of land (T2N, R3W,
S1) is allocated for connectivity (Appendix 4). A minor
portion of another connectivity block (T3N, R3W, S13)
also falls within watershed boundaries.

1.3.3.1.2 Riparian Reserve

Riparian Reserves constitute 3,166 acres,
approximately one-half of all federal lands in the
watershed. Riparian Reserves are typically adjacent
to streams, ponds, wetlands, and nearby areas of
unstable topography. The extent of these reserves
varies based on ecological and geomorphic factors.
As a rule of thumb, they extend for a width of two site
potential tree heights (usually about 400 feet) from
each bank of fish-bearing streams. On other streams,
the reserves typically extend for 1 site-potential tree
(about 200 feet) from each stream bank.

In these reserves, management is centered on
preservation of riparian-dependent resources. Other
management activities must be conducted in such a
manner so as not to conflict with this primary
objective. Many species are dependent upon the
habitat provided by Riparian Reserves. Additionally,
Riparian Reserves assist in maintenance of the
aquatic system by providing shade to regulate stream
temperature, contributing woody debris to improve
structure and diversity of aquatic habitat, and filtering
sediments and nutrients supplied by adjacent upland
sources.

1.3.3.1.3 Late-Successional
Reserve

Late-successional reserves (LSRs) are designed to
“protect and enhance the conditions of late-
successional and old-growth forest ecosystems”
(Salem ROD). These ecosystems provide habitat for
many sensitive species, including the spotted owl and
the marbled murrelet.

In the Dairy-McKay watershed, one 280-acre block of
land has LSR designation. This site, located at Big
Canyon (T2N, R3W, S5, South 1/4) has been the
focus of past educational and scientific activities.

1.3.3.2 Private Zoning

The Dairy-McKay Creek watershed is in a rapidly
urbanizing region of Washington County. In order to
restrict urban sprawl and to preserve historical land
uses, the Washington County Comprehensive Plan
was created. This plan divides the watershed into
zones of forestry, agricultural, and urban uses. As
now, forestry uses will be centered in the
mountainous portions of the watershed, while
agriculture will dominate much of the central and
lower portions of the watershed. Urban use will
expand around the present urban centers in the lower
watershed.

Current zoning regulations provide for 48.6% of the
watershed in forest use, 31.6% in agricultural use,
and 4.5% for urban uses. The vast majority of forest
and agricultural lands are zoned for large parcels.

1.3.4 Human Uses

1.3.4.1 Forestry

Forestry is the dominant activity over the northern
50% of the watershed. Of this land, 27,402 acres
(38%) is industrial forestland. BLM owns 6,521 acres
(9%), and state lands amount to 673 acres (1.6%).
Private non-industrial interests own the remaining
53% of forested land in the watershed. Management
emphasis varies between these entities, but the vast
majority of the land has been harvested within the
past 80 years.

In addition to timber harvest, forestry entails related
support activities, including fertilization, herbicide
application, and road construction. Road density is
particularly high in the West Fork of Dairy Creek.
However, due to high stream densities, density of
road crossings is also very high in the East Fork
drainage. In McKay Creek, densities of roads and
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road crossings are both relatively low, probably
because the rugged terrain does not lend itself to road
building activities.

1.3.4.2 Agriculture

Agriculture has traditionally been the predominant
land use in the Tualatin Valley and continues to be
economically important in the Dairy-McKay
watershed. Agriculture also carries with it activities
that may affect stream water quality. These include
tillage, manure storage, fertilization, application of
herbicides and pesticides, and encroachment upon
the riparian zone. The USDA Natural Resources
Conservation Service (NRCS) and Washington
County Soil and Water Conservation District (SWCD)
work with agricultural land owners to minimize effects
of their operations upon streams.

1.3.4.3 Urban

Most urbanized lands in the watershed occur around
Council Creek and lower McKay and Dairy creeks.
Rapid development continues to occur in these areas.
As these subwatersheds urbanize, pressures on
water and land resources increase. This gives rise to
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potential conflicts with aquatic life, agriculture, and
other beneficial uses for these resources. These
urban reaches also potentially contribute to stream-
related problems, such as changed hydrologic
conditions and contribution of pollutants through the
storm drain system.

1.3.4.4 Recreation

Many recreational activities are supported within the
watershed. These include activities that are directly
supported by the streams, such as fishing. In the
past, upper Dairy and McKay Creeks were known for
supporting an excellent cutthroat and steelhead
fishery. Other recreational activities supported by
natural resources within the watershed are hiking,
camping, hunting, birding, bicycling, and touring.
Developed recreation is also popular and includes
golf and model airplaning. Several developed urban
parks exist within the watershed. Most recreational
activities in rural [ands are found in undeveloped
areas, including BLM lands and private timberlands.
It has been the policy of some timberland owners,
including Longview Fibre, to allow public access to
their lands for activities that are consistent with
company operations.



